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For Immediate Release:

LOCAL LEADER NAMED AS ONE OF THE TOP 50 ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS
IN NORTH AMERICA

Jackson, TENN. May 30, 2023 — Mandy White, Chief Economic Development Officer for the Greater Jackson
Chamber, has been named one of the Top 50 Economic Developers in North America for 2023 by Consultant
Connect. This recognition highlights White's outstanding contributions to economic development in the
Jackson-Madison County community.

Consultant Connect, a consulting agency designed to bridge the gap between economic developers and site
consultants, announces its 2023 list of North America’s Top 50 Economic Developers. The economic
development professionals selected for this list were nominated by their colleagues in both the economic
development and site location consulting industries for excellent practices, innovation and success in
building the communities they serve.

Having served on the Greater Jackson Chamber staff for 24 years, Mandy White has been a driving force in
promoting growth and development in the region. She has actively contributed to the community and the
state in various capacities, serving on the Jackson Regional Municipal Planning Commission, the general
advisory board for the TN College of Applied Technology-Jackson, and the Union University McAfee School of
Business Executive Advisory Board. Additionally, she holds positions on the Board of Directors as Vice
Chairman of the Japan America Society of TN and has served as the Past President of the TN Economic
Development Council.

As an integral part of Team Madison County, White's primary focus is marketing Jackson to industrial
companies, encouraging them to locate in Madison County. Her efforts with Team Madison County have
resulted in the creation of nearly 15,000 new industrial jobs, attracting investments totaling over $3.95
billion.

White's recent accomplishments include successfully bringing both Dixie Jackson/Georgia-Pacific and 6K
Energy to Jackson. The Dixie Jackson project, with an investment of $425 million, stands as the largest single
investment in Jackson-Madison County's history.

Through her continuous engagement, White builds relationships with the site selector community and shares
updates on new initiatives, projects and sites in Jackson-Madison County. With a large majority of projects
coming through the site selection community, she understands the importance of keeping site consultants
updated on our community and its success, which ultimately increases our chances of landing projects in our
community.

“Mandy’s success in facilitating economic development efforts is a direct result of her attention to detail,
strong relationship skills and working to ensure Team Madison County is in a position to win projects that are
a great fit for our community,” stated Kyle Spurgeon, Greater Jackson Chamber President/CEO.

The complete list of North America’s Top 50 Economic Developers of 2023 includes:
-more-
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Alba Penate-Johnson

Sugar Land Office of Economic Development
Alex Patrick

Birmingham Business Alliance

Ashley Richardson

Charleston County Economic Development
Brent Case

The Right Place, Inc.

Carl Rees, CecD

ElectriCities of North Carolina

Casey Gilchrist

Greater Phoenix Economic Council

Chad Matheson

Albuguerque Regional Economic Alliance
Chris Caves

Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce

Chris Gutierrez

Kansas City Area Development Council
Chris Masingill

St. Tammany Corporation

Clyde Higgs

Atlanta Beltline

Coleman Peiffer

Alliant Energy

Corky Peek

Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development
Daniel Silverman

Investissement Québec International
David Rodgers, CEcD

Mobile Chamber of Commerce

David P. Rumbarger Jr. CEcD

Community Development Foundation Tupelo
Diana Velazque EDFP, PCED

Greater Irving Chamber of Commerce
Douglas E. Berry

Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce
Elaine Middleton

Fayetteville-Lincoln County Industrial Development Board

Dr. Eloisa Klementich, CEcD
Invest Atlanta

Harold Gutzwiller

Hoosier Energy

James Bateman

Greenwood County

James Kohnstamm, CEcD
Miami-Dade Beacon Council
Jason Ford, CEcD

Frisco Economic Development Corporation
Jennifer Martin

Greater Oklahoma City Chamber

Barton Lowery

Georgia Department of Economic Development
Bob Kosek

Georgia Department of Economic Development
Bradley Harris

Georgia EMC

Joe Wallace

Coachella Valley Economic Partnership
John M. Hull

Roanoke Regional Partnership

Katherine O’Neill

One Spartanburg, Inc.

Katie Hogan

FPL Office of Economic Development

Kevin Carter, EDFP

Amarillo Economic Development

Kim Allen

Purdue Research Foundation

Lawrence McKinney CCE, CEcD, IOM
Norman Economic Development Coalition
Lee Crume

BE NKY Growth Partnership

Liberty A. Boyd CEcD, EDFP

American Electric Power

Mandy White

Greater Jackson Chamber

Meghan Welch

Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Nathan Zipper

Williamson, Inc.

Ralph Garcia

McAllen Economic Development Corporation
RJ Ball

Empire State Development

Ron Maloney

Northwest Arkansas Council

Sharon H. Barnard

Victoria Economic Development Corporation
Shawn Welcome

Louisiana Economic Development

Tami Petsche

Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce

Tyler Chaffee

Tennessee Valley Authority

Valerie Christofferson, EDFP

Consumers Energy

Valerie M. Pianta, MEDP

Hernando County Office of Economic Development

Veronica Crock
Alabama Department of Commerce
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About the Greater Jackson Chamber:

The Greater Jackson Chamber was founded in 1905 — seven years prior to the United States Chamber of
Commerce. The Chamber consists of a diverse and talented staff, an executive committee, dedicated
volunteers, and more than 1,000 business members — all committed to growing the economy and
quality of life for everyone in Madison County and the region.

About Consultant Connect

Consultant Connect works to bridge the gap between leading economic developers and site location
consultants through exclusive networking events, educational services and leadership development.
Consultant Connect not only gives economic developers an inside look into the world of site
selection — it gives them the applicable information necessary to propel their careers and
communities forward. For more information, please visit www.consultantconnect.org.
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