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Efforts to Achieve Diversity Business Participation: 
The Governor's Office of Diversity Business Enterprise ("Go-DBE") is the State's central point of 
contact to attract and assist minority-owned, woman-owned, service-disabled veteran-owned, disabled-
owned, and small business enterprises interested in competing in the State of  Tennessee's 
procurement and contracting activities. These diversity business enterprises are defined as follows: 

 
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Woman Business Enterprise (WBE) 
Businesses that are a continuing, independent, for-profit business which performs a commercially useful 
function, and is at least fifty-one percent (51%) owned and controlled by one (1) or more individuals in 
the minority or woman category who were impeded from normal entry into the economic mainstream 
because of past practices of discrimination based on race, ethnic background, or gender. 

 
Service-Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (SDVBE) 
"Service-disabled veteran-owned business" means a service-disabled veteran-owned business located 
in the State of Tennessee that satisfies the criteria in Tenn. Code. Ann. § 12-3-1102(8). "Service-
disabled veteran" means any person who served honorably in active duty in the armed forces of the 
United States with at least a twenty percent (20%) disability that is service-connected, i.e., the disability 
was incurred or aggravated in the line of duty in the active military, naval or air service. 

 

Small Business Enterprise (SBE) 
"Small business" means a business that is a continuing, independent, for profit business which 
performs a commercially useful function with residence in Tennessee and has total gross receipts of no 
more than ten million dollars ($10,000,000) averaged over a three-year period or employs no more 
than ninety-nine (99) persons on a full-time basis. 

 

Disabled Business Enterprise (DSBE) 
"Disabled Business Enterprise" means a business owned by a person with a disability that is a 
continuing, independent, for-profit business that performs a commercially useful function, and is at least 
f if ty-one (51%) owned and controlled by one (1) or more persons with a disability, or, in the case of any 
publicly-owned business, at least fifty one percent (51%) of the stock of which is owned and controlled 
by one(1) or more persons with a disability and whose management and daily business operations are 
under the control of one (1) or more persons with a disability. 

 
For additional program eligibility information, visit:  
https://www.tn.gov/generalservices /procurement/central -p rocurement-off ice--cpo-/governor-  s-office-of-
diversity-business-enterprise--godbe--/program-eligibility.html 
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